English 9 Kraske
Mrs. Kraske (Margaret but I go by Peggy)
John Marshall High School

Room: 4-G00
E-mail:  makraske@rochester.k12.mn.us
Course Information:  This course is intended to reinforce the language arts skill areas of reading, writing, listening and speaking while promoting higher level thinking skills.  We will focus our semester on each of these areas of English by using short stories, drama, novels, and research.

Required Materials 
pen or pencil, notebook, lined paper, your planner, and a folder specifically for this class

Grades and Assessments 

You always should know your grade for English; you should check Skyward regularly. You also may ask me for a grade update any time. 

Grades will be assessed through homework/classwork (30%) and assessments (70%).  The end result will be a percentage grade:
100 – 90 = A

89-80 = B

79-70 = C

69-60 = D

59 and below = F
If you want to redo work, you need to talk to Mrs. Kraske about it. 

Students’ final semester grades will be based on the following formula:  45% Quarter 1, 45% Quarter 2, and 10% Final Exam.

Students are expected to complete their own work.  If a student is found guilty of cheating or plagiarizing, he or she will receive a zero on the assignment and be subject to the building discipline plan.
Planning
You are required to keep a record of assignments, assessments, and due dates. The planner will be on the board each week. Check my website also. You always should know assignments and due dates for English. 
Attendance
Consistent attendance is crucial for success in school. Be on time.  If a student is late, he or she must have a pass.  Students with excessive tardies will serve time with me during the school day. 
Make-Up and Late Work
If a student is absent, it is his or her responsibility to find out what he or she has missed; assignments may be found on my webpage, Skyward, Google classroom and/or in the room.  A student should make up all work within a reasonable time; district policy allows two days for each excused day missed. Long-term assignments will be due on the day the student returns unless the student and/or teacher have made other arrangements. Make up work not made up in a reasonable amount of time will become late work.
Make-Up and Late Work
( Please turn your work in on time.  Unexcused late work will not receive an A or a B. 
( Students will turn in late work in the tray for the correct class in the back of the room. The teacher is not responsible for late work submitted in any other way.

( Students must fill out and staple a late work cover page to all late assignments.
( Extenuating circumstances occur; we will deal with these on an individual basis. It is the student’s responsibility to initiate a discussion with the teacher if he/she believes the circumstances leading to a late assignment deserve consideration for leniency. 
Classroom Procedures

Communication:  I am available by appointment before/after school and during my free periods. Students also can get help during the school day in the English Resource Center—ERC (2-106).  Outside of school, the easiest way to contact me is via email using the address at the top of the front page. I will send Skyward communications and will use Remind to communicate also. You should sign up to use Remind. 
Passes:  It is critical that students use class time efficiently. Please limit pass requests to emergencies. Habitual requests may be denied. Please do not request a pass without your planner.

Textbooks:  Students are responsible for novel(s) and texts checked out to them. All texts are bar coded. Students will be charged for the replacement costs of texts that are not returned. 

Cell phones, I-Pods, backpacks, etc.:  These items may be a distraction to learning and to teaching. Cell phones and I-pods should to be turned off unless the teacher has given permission for academic purposes. Also, backpacks should be placed out of the way of traffic so that people do not trip over them.
Expectations: (Love and Logic guidelines)

· I will treat you with respect so that you will know how to treat me. 

· Feel free to do anything that does not cause a problem for anyone else. 

· If you cause a problem, I will ask you to solve it. 

· If you cannot solve the problem, or choose not to, I will do something. 

· What I do will depend on the special person and the special situation. 

· If you feel that something is unfair, whisper to me, “I’m not sure that’s fair,” and we will talk at an appropriate time. 

**SEVERE DISRUPTIONS AND INFRACTIONS WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE REFERRALS**
****All rules and regulations not listed here but mentioned in the R-Book or the “District’s Rights, Rules and Procedures” handbook also apply.  

Emergency Procedures: In case of an emergency evacuation, lockdown, or drill, please follow the directions provided by the teacher and the procedures posted at the front of the room near the door. 
I Reserve the Right to Change Any Element of This Syllabus As Needed

